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VEGETABLES
Herbicides for Home Vegetable Gardens
Though mulches and hoeing are usually all that is needed for
small vegetable gardens, homeowners with large areas may need
the help of herbicides to keep ahead of the weeds. One
preemergence and one postemergence herbicide can be used on
home vegetable gardens.
The preemergence herbicide is trifluralin. Preemergence
herbicides kill weed seeds as they germinate. They usually have
no effect on weeds that have emerged. Therefore, they must be put
on either before weeds come up in the spring or after weeds have
been physically removed. The preemergence herbicide trifluralin
is sold under the trade names of Treflan, Preen, Miracle-Gro
Garden Weed Preventer, Gordon's Garden Weed Preventer
Granules and Monterey Vegetable and Ornamental Weeder.
The postemergence herbicide is sethoxydim. This product only
kills grasses; broadleaves are not affected. It can be sprayed directly over the top of many
vegetables. Sethoxydim is sold as Poast, Monterey Grass Getter, and Hi-Yield Grass Killer. A
second postemergence herbicide called fluazifop-p-butyl is labeled for commercial growers as
Fusilade, but I haven't found vegetables listed on the homeowner labels, “Over the Top Grass
Killer” and “Grass-No-More.” Also, the other homeowner products mentioned above often do
not have as many vegetables on the label as the commercial products. Even among the
homeowner products with the same active ingredient, there may be slight differences among
labels. Check product labels to be sure the crop is listed. Here is a list of herbicides and the crops
for which they are labeled. Many of these crops have application restrictions. For example,
trifluralin can be used on asparagus, but must be applied before spears emerge. (WU)

Vegetable
Asparagus
Beans
Broccoli
Cabbage
Carrot
Cauliflower
Corn, Sweet
Cucumber
Eggplant
Lettuce
Greens
Muskmelon
Okra
Onion
Peas
Pepper
Potato
Pumpkin
Spinach
Squash
Sweetpotato
Tomato
Turnip
Watermelon

Treflan
X
X
X
X
X
X
-X
--X
X
X
-X
X
X
----X
X
X

Poast
X
X
X
X
-X
-X
X
X
-X
-X
X
X
X
X
X
X
-X
-X

Remove Fern and Fertilize Asparagus
If you haven’t removed last year’s growth from
asparagus plants, now is the time. Asparagus
comes up around the first of April in Manhattan but
will be earlier in southern Kansas and a bit later
further north.
Also, asparagus benefits from a fertilizer
application early spring. Fertilize according to a
soil test or add 1 to 2 pounds of a 10-20-10
fertilizer per 20 feet of row before growth starts. If
a soil test shows that only nitrogen is needed, apply
1 pound of a 16-0-0 product or ½ pound of a 30-4-5, 27-3-3 or similar fertilizer per 20 feet of
row. Incorporate lightly with a tiller or rake in fertilizer before spears emerge. Fertilize again at
the same rate after the last harvest. (WU)

Controlling Weeds in Home Garden Asparagus Beds
The best time to control weeds in asparagus is
early spring before the asparagus emerges. A light
tilling (or hoeing) that is shallow enough to avoid
the crowns will eliminate existing weeds. Many
gardeners like to mix in organic matter during the
same operation. To keep weeds out, apply mulch.
Herbicides can be used before asparagus emerges.
Glyphosate (Roundup, Killzall) will kill weeds
that are actively growing, and the preemergence
herbicide trifluralin can be used to kill weed seeds
as they germinate. Trifluralin is found in several products, but not all of them list asparagus on
the label. Those that do have asparagus on the label include Miracle-Gro Weed Preventer
Granules and Monterey Vegetable and Ornamental Weeder.
No herbicides can be used during harvest. The end of harvest presents another opportunity.
Remove all fern and spears, lightly till the bed, and mulch. You may also apply Roundup after
the top growth has been removed to control virtually all of the weeds present.
Past the harvest season and after regrowth of the asparagus, options are limited. Products that
contain sethoxydim can be applied to asparagus to kill grassy weeds. Sethoxydim has no effect
on broadleaves. Two sethoxydim products available to homeowners and labeled for asparagus
are Monterey Grass Getter and Hi-Yield Grass Killer. With broadleaves, the only option is to pull
them and look forward to next year. (WU)

ORNAMENTALS
Brown Coloration on Junipers
Certain eastern redcedar and various other junipers
are showing a brownish cast when viewed from a
distance. This may be the male flowers. Male
flowers are on the tips of the foliage and look
somewhat like a cross between a miniature hand
grenade and a pinecone. Shaking the branches on
dry days often releases a cloud of pollen.
Most junipers are dioecious, meaning they have
both male and female plants. About half the
junipers (the males) have this coloration. Female
flowers are much less obvious. If you are concerned about the brown color, check plants to
ensure male flowers are the cause. If they are, this is normal and will fade with time. (WU)

Cut Back Ornamental Grasses
Now is a good time to remove dead foliage from
ornamental grasses. Grasses green up earlier if
foliage is removed and are more attractive without
a mixture of dead and live leaves. A number of
tools can be used including hand clippers, weed
whips (if the foliage is of a small enough
diameter), weed whips with a circular blade, or
even a chain saw. Use the top of the chainsaw bar
to cut so the saw doesn’t pull in debris and clog.
Also, it is often helpful to tie foliage together
before cutting so it doesn't interfere and is easier to dispose of. Burning is another option — but
only if it is safe and legal to do so. Note that these grasses may not burn long, but they burn
extremely hot. Even so, the crown of the plant is not damaged and new growth appears relatively
quickly.
If the center of the clump shows little growth, the plant would benefit from division. Dig up the
entire clump and separate. Then replant the vigorous growth found on the outer edge of the
clump. (WU)

FLOWERS
Pruning Hybrid-Tea Roses
The best time to prune roses is in the spring before
new growth appears and after danger of killing
frost. Be sure to remove dead stubs. Otherwise,
canker fungi may invade stubs and progress into
healthy tissue during the summer. Use sharp shears
and make cuts at a 45-degree angle about a
quarter-inch above healthy buds. How much to
prune after dead wood removal depends on the
type of rose.
For shrub roses, pruning consists of removing dead
wood. This article focuses on hybrid tea roses. With hybrid teas, there are three pruning styles,
each with a specific purpose. Heavy or severe pruning is done on well-established, vigorous
plants to produce large, showy flowers. Prune back to three to four healthy canes with three to six
eyes per cane. Canes normally will be 6 to 12 inches long.
Moderate pruning is done on well-established, healthy plants and is designed to increase the
number of flowers produced rather than increase flower size. Leave five to six healthy canes with
at least seven buds per cane. Prune stems to 12 to 18 inches long.

Light pruning rejuvenates plants after years of neglect or may be performed on newly established
plants. Leave five to seven canes of about 18 inches or more in length. This helps maximize leaf
area for energy production and rejuvenates plants.
If your plants suffered a significant amount of winter damage, they may need to be cut back more
severely than even the heavy-pruning style. This will result in a few large flowers but in this case
is your only option. (WU)
Contributors: Ward Upham, Extension Associate

To view Upcoming Events: http://tinyurl.com/fswqe
The web version includes color images that illustrate subjects discussed. To subscribe
to this newsletter electronically, send an e-mail message to cdipman@ksu.edu or
wupham@ksu.edu listing your e-mail address in the message.
For questions or further information contact: wupham@ksu.edu
Brand names appearing in this publication are for product identification purposes only.
No endorsement is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not mentioned.

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service

