
GREAT PLAINS VEGETABLE 
GROWERS CONFERENCE 

 

January 8-10, 2009 

St. Joseph, Missouri 

 
 
 

Thursday, January 8 - High Tunnels and CSA Mini-School 
(Schedule may change slightly.  Be sure to check the website for an up-to-date schedule.) 

 
 

High Tunnels – Essential Tools for the Market Farmer 
Fulkerson Center, Classroom 214 

 

8:00 Registration 

8:30 Introductions 

9:00 My Experience with high tunnels on our farm: A New Jersey Perspective. 

Bob Muth, Muth Family Farm 

 

10:30 Break  

11:00 Bob Muth (continued) 

Noon Lunch (provided with registration fee) 

1:00  Perpetual Produce: Utilizing Moveable Hoophouses For Year Round Production. 

Mike Bollinger, Heritage Prairie. 

 

2:30 Break 

3:00 Chinese High Tunnels. Sanjun Gu, Lincoln University Cooperative Extension  

4:00 Berries in Our High Tunnels. Ted Carey, K-State Research & Extension  

4:30 Workshop adjourns 

 
 
 
 

New this Year!   Come enjoy refreshments and snacks 
 in the Trade Show Area from 4-6:30 pm. 

 
 
 
  



 
 

GREAT PLAINS VEGETABLE 
GROWERS CONFERENCE 

January 8-10, 2009 

St. Joseph, Missouri 
 

 
Community Supported Agriculture(CSA) Mini-School  

Fulkerson Center, Classroom 216 
Tom Ruggieri and Rebecca Graff – Fair Share Farm, Kearney, MO 

Bob Muth – Muth Family Farm, Pitman, NJ 
Henry Brockman, Henry’s Farm, Congerville, IL 

 
 

8:00  Registration 

8:30  Opening Remarks 

8:45  Introductions  

9:45  The CSA Model – What is it? And is one right for you? 

  The assessment process; CSA as an alternative marketing approach; CSA failures;  

Scale and getting started.  

10:15  Break  

10:30  Getting started – Finding land, finding members, establishing a core group, legal structures 

and insurance, keeping members connected, distribution 

 

12:00  Lunch (provided with registration fee) 

1:00 Growing the Food – Crop planning: what to grow and how much; Succession planting; 

Harvest and postharvest handling; Apprentices; Employees 

 

2:00  Break 

2:15 The Share – What is a share; Pricing and Budgets; Cooperating with other farms; Other 

Markets 

 

3:00 Questions and Answers. 

3:30  Closing and Inaugural Meeting of the area CSA coalition   

4:30  Mini-school adjourns 

 
 
 
New this Year!   Come enjoy refreshments and snacks 
 in the Trade Show Area from 4-6:30 pm.

 



GREAT PLAINS VEGETABLE 
GROWERS CONFERENCE 

January 9-10, 2009 
(Schedule may change slightly.  Be sure to check the website for an up-to-date schedule.) 

Friday, January 9, 2009 

Time Rochambeau Classroom 216 Classroom 214 Mead 

 Small Fruit 
Vegetable 

Production 

Cut Flowers/ 

Greenhouse Production 
Specific Vegetables 

9:30 - 10:30 am Blackberry and 

Blueberry Production 

and Marketing - 

Earnie Bohner 

Biodiversity on the 

Vegetable Farm -  

Henry Brockman 

Peonies as Cut Flowers - 

Don Hollingsworth 

New and Proven 

Midwest Tomato 

Varieties in Different 

Growing Conditions - 

 Chuck Marr 

10:30 – 11:00 am BREAK in the Trade Show area 

11:00 – 12:00 pm  Let’s Put Two Bad 

Strawberry Years 

Into Perspective -  

Pat Byers 

Vegetable Grafting - 

Sanjun Gu 

Basics of Cut Flowers - 

Don Hollingsworth and 

Laurie Hodges 

Update on Disease 

Control on Cucurbits 

- Dan Egel 

Begins at 11:30 am The Good, the Bad & 

the Ugly -  

Earnie Bohner  

(ends at 12:15 pm) 

12:00 – 12:30 pm 

Lunch provided in the University’s 

campus dining area.   

How to Squash Insect 

Pest Problems 

 - Pat O’Malley 
 

12:30 – 1:00 pm Down the corridor from the registration table. 

 
Organic/ 

Hydroponics 

Vegetable 

Production/ Bees 

Greenhouse Production/ 

Cut Flowers 
Specific Vegetables 

Begins at 1:00 pm Weed the Soil Not the 

Crop  - Eric & Anne 

Nordell 

Weed Control  - 

 Reid Smeda 

Vegetable Transplant 

Production -  

Al Cordle 

Lunch (continued) 

1:30 – 2:00 pm Integrated Pest 

Management for Bedding 

Plants - Ray Cloyd 

Pepper production in 

S. New Jersey 

 – Bob Muth 

2:00 – 2:30 pm Tomato Disease 

Integrated Pest 

Management 

 - Dan Egel 

Lincoln University 

Eggplant Variety 

Trial - Terry Blank 

2:30 – 3:00 pm  BREAK in the Trade Show area 

3:00 – 3:30 pm Convert Greenhouse 

Production into 

Sustainable Practice- 

Rick Holgate  
(ends at 3:45 pm) 

Managing Honeybees 

for Crop Pollination –  

Travis Harper 

Update on University of 

Nebraska – Lincoln 

Research on Cut Flowers 

- Laurie Hodges  
(ends at 3:45 pm) 

Parthenocarpic 

Zucchini Variety 

Trial -  

Laurie Hodges 

3:30 – 4:00 pm Sweetpotato updates 

from K-State  

Ted Carey 
Hydroponic Research 

at Lincoln University 

- Jonathan Egila 

Cut Flower topic TBD 

  
4:00 - 4:30 pm Colony Collapse 

Disorder update -  

Ray Cloyd 

Lincoln University 

Sweet Potato 

 Variety Trial -  

Rufus Jones 

4:40 – 5:30 pm State Association Meetings 

Kansas Nebraska Missouri  

8:00 – 9:00 pm 
Grower Innovation Hour of Fun - - Join us AT THE RAMADA INN  

Bring your ideas on new equipment designs, growing and marketing techniques, etc., and compete 

free conference registration at next year’s conference. 



GREAT PLAINS VEGETABLE 
GROWERS CONFERENCE 

January 9-10, 2009 
 

Saturday, January 10, 2009 

Time Rochambeau Classroom 216 Classroom 214 Mead 

 Farm Business Organic/ Marketing 
Cut Flowers/ 

Greenhouses 
Farmer Markets 

8:30 – 9:00 am Sensitive Crop 

Registry 

- MO Dept of Ag 

Representative 

Organic Potato 

Production  

- Tammy Hinman 

Marketing and Selling to 

Chefs and Restaurants- 

Rick Holgate 

Making the Most of 

Your Market- 

Jill Elmers & 

Mercedes Taylor-

Puckett 

 
9:00 – 9:30 am Crop Insurance 

Options for 

Vegetable Growers  

- TBD 

9:30 – 10:00 am Making the Most of 

Government 

Programs & Grants  

- Farmer/ Presenter 

TBD 

Organic Integrated Pest 

Management  

- Wendy Ozlander 

BREAK in the Trade 

Show area 

Engaging With Your 

Market Organization 

to Create Equitable 

Growth  

- Dan Kuebler 

10:00 – 10:30 am BREAK in the Trade Show area Cut Flowers Panel 

Discussion -  

panel of growers 

BREAK 

10:30 – 11:00 am Recordkeeping -  

Tammy Hinman 

Marketing Panel 

Discussion -  

Bob Muth, Diane 

Endicott, Rick Holgate, 

& produce auction 

manager 

Helpful Tips From the 

Top Markets in 

Missouri -  

Lane McConnell  

11:00 – 11:30 am Emergency Planning 

- Karen Funkenbush 

Enhancing Your 

Market With a 

Pumpkin Festival -  

Marc Petersen  
(ends at 11:45 am) 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
Lunch provided in the University’s campus dining area.  Down 

the corridor from the registration table.  

 Ethnic Vegetables 
Marketing & 

Education 

Conserving Farm 

Energy Usage 
Farmer Market 

1:00 pm Growing Giant 

Pumpkins – Marc 

Peterson 

Agritourism  

- Jennifer Smith &  

Sarah Gehring 

Solar Powered 

Irrigation System - 

 Dan Kuebler  

Starting a  Market 

Garden - Tammy 

Hinman 

1:30 pm Energy Saving Tips and 

Practices for the Farm & 

Home – Jim Crawford  

2:00 pm Producing Ozark 

Forest Mushrooms – 

Nicola McPherson  

Starting an 

 Incubator Farm   

- Katherine Kelly  
Vendor Pricing, 

Display, Food Safety, 

& Customer Relations 

- Henry Brockman 

2:30pm Biofuels for Growing 

Structures -  

Stacy Adams 
Asian and South 

American Veggies – 

Sanjun Gu 

Web-Based Sales - 

Randy Waterman 
3:00 – 3:30 pm No-till Using Organic 

Production -  

Dan Dermitzel 

 



Dear Vegetable Growers: 

 

We hope you will be able to attend the Great Plains Vegetable Growers Conference, January 

8-10, 2009 in St. Joseph, MO.  The conference had to move out of the Ramada Inn, due to the 

construction of an indoor water park in our Trade Show area.  We are excited to announce that 

the conference will be held at the Fulkerson Conference Center, Missouri Western State 

University, 4525 Downs Drive, St. Joseph, MO.  There is a map included that details 

directions to the new facility.   

 

Again, you have a choice to attend either a High Tunnels Workshop or a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) mini-school on 

Thursday, January 8.  On Friday and Saturday, topics of interest will be small fruit, farmers’ markets, cut flowers, greenhouse 

production, ethnic markets, and much more.  Also, new this year, we will be hosting a wine and snack reception Thursday evening in 

the Trade Show area.  Pre-registration is required for the High Tunnel Workshop and the CSA mini-school.  It is also highly 

recommended for Friday and Saturday to alleviate long lines at the registration table. 

 

We will have educational information from all 5 states - Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and South Dakota, along with vegetable 

specialists and growers from those states.  Approximately 35 exhibitors in a trade show with the latest seeds, supplies, equipment, and 

grower information.  There will be ample opportunity to visit with other growers, exhibitors and speakers.  We hope to see you in 

January!  It will be an excellent educational opportunity! 

  

Sincerely,     Equal opportunity is and shall be provided to all participants in Extension   

      programs and activities, and for all employees and applicants for employment 

GPVGC Committee Members   on the basis of their demonstrated ability and competence without discrimination on the 

basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, or 

status as a Vietnam-era veteran.  This policy shall not be interpreted in such a manner as 

to violate the legal rights of religious organizations or military organizations associated 

with the armed forces of the United States of America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Buchanan County Extension 

4125 Mitchell Avenue 

St. Joseph, MO  64507 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GPVGC is sponsored by extension  

systems from the following universities: 

 Iowa State University 

 Kansas State University 

 Lincoln University of Missouri 

 South Dakota State University 

 University of Missouri - Columbia 

 University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
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Great Plains Vegetable Growers Conference  
January 8-10, 2009 

New Conference Location!   
Missouri Western State University, Fulkerson Center, 4525 Downs Drive, St. Joseph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From Interstate 29, take the Frederick Avenue Exit 47. Go west past the Ramada Inn to first intersection.  Turn south 

(left) on Woodbine.  At second light on Woodbine, there will be a T-intersection.  Go east (left) on Mitchell Avenue.  

You will go back over Interstate 29.  Turn onto the campus at traffic light on Southeast University Drive.  Turn right at 

Leah Spratt Building.  The Fulkerson Center is connected to the Leah Spratt Building.  We will have the parking and 

entrance to the Fulkerson Center marked.  From the parking lot directly to the east of the Fulkerson Center, is a ramped 

entrance into the conference area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GPVGC 
Parking 

GPVGC 
Parking 

Entrance 
(ADA  Accessible) 

Hotels in St. Joseph, MO 
Our Headquartered Hotel will still be the Ramada Inn - 4016 Frederick – 800-228-2828 ($69 per night plus tax room rate) 

  Other Hotels in St. Joseph: 

Best Western S. 169 Hwy. (816) 232-2345 Hampton Inn 3928 Frederick          (816) 390-9300 

Comfort Suites    917 N. Woodbine (816) 676-1601 Holiday Inn 3rd & Felix St.             (816) 279-8000 

 Days Inn 4312 Frederick (816) 279-1671   Motel 6 4021 Frederick          (816) 232-2311 

 Drury Inn             4213 Frederick       (800) 325-8300 Stoney Creek 1201 N. Woodbine    (816) 901-9600 

    Super 8 4023 Frederick (816) 364-3031 

    

For a map of the city of St. Joseph: www.ci.st-joseph.mo.us/citymap.pdf 

St. Joseph Convention Bureau:  www.stjomo.com 



2009 Great Plains Vegetable Growers Conference 
January 8- 10, 2009 

 

Registration fees include meals and all break refreshments.  Add $5 per registration/per day if postmarked after 

Dec. 26th or paid at the door.   Refunds will only be granted if cancellation is made prior to January 5
th

. 
 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Great Plains Vegetable Conference - PRE-REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Name ______________________________________ (Please print as it should appear on your name tag) 

Mailing address  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City __________________________   State _______    Zip _____________ Phone _________________________________ 

 

 

High-Tunnel Workshop      Community Supported Agriculture mini-school 

 _____   January 8  @ $50.00 = $ _________          or _____  January 8     @     $60.00 =    $ ________ 

                     (includes a CSA workbook) 

 Vegetable Conference General Sessions 

 _____   January 9        @      $35.00 =  $ _________      

 _____   January 10        @       $35.00 =  $  _________  

 

 

Name ____________________________________  (Please print as it should appear on your name tag) 

Mailing address (if different from above) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

City __________________________   State _______    Zip _____________ Phone _________________________________ 

 

 

High-Tunnel Workshop      Community Supported Agriculture mini-school 

 _____   January 8  @ $50.00 = $ _________          or _____  January 8     @     $60.00 =    $ ________ 

                     (includes a CSA workbook) 

Vegetable Conference General Sessions 

 _____   January 9          @      $35.00 =  $ _________     

_____   January 10        @       $35.00 =  $  _________    

          

                

Total Registration:       $ ______________     

 

 

Registration after December 26, 2008, add $5 per registration/ day.  Registration fee includes breaks & meals.  

Cancellations with refund only before January 5.   

 

 Please make check or money order payable to:   ➜ University Extension 

         Attn:  GPVGC, 4125 Mitchell Avenue, St. Joseph, MO 64507                                                                

 

 

Register Online and Pay with a Credit Card at http://extension.missouri.edu/buchanan/GPVGC.html. 

(We hope to be set-up to accept credit card payments by December 1.  Pay by credit card on the website or by calling Katie at 

816-279-1691.  A 3% surcharge will be added to all credit card transactions.) 

 

 

Contact the Katie Cook or Tom Fowler in the Buchanan County Extension Office at (816) 279-1691 with registration questions. 
 

 

http://extension.missouri.edu/buchanan/GPVGC.html

